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Madame Stagière Épuisée
 
LEARNING

Welcome to an exciting year of exploring another language and culture!  Congratulations on deciding to open your mind and your life by embracing sounds and ideas different from your own.  By the end of this year you will... 

1) ... be able to conduct a basic conversation in French, 

2) ... be familiar with the cultures of France as well as other French-speaking countries (can you think of any?  There are lots!), and 

3) ... be able to read and write at about a second to third grade level in French.

What does French do for me?
Studying a foreign language helps you to... 

1) ... better understand the world around you, which gets smaller all the time, 

2) ... get a job – employers look for bilingual employees who are culturally aware, 

3) ... understand English grammar and vocabulary – even score better on standardized tests, like the WASL and SAT!  

4) ... get into college – many universities require two years of a foreign language; some even require three!  

5) ... enrich travel opportunities:  visiting a foreign country is so much more enjoyable when you can communicate with the people and are familiar with their customs.

RESPECT & SAFETY

I expect each person in my classes to be respectful to everyone in the class.  We are each personally responsible for respectful and safe behaviors.  Horseplay and insults, even as a joke between friends, will not be tolerated.

Gum is allowed in class, provided it is invisible and inaudible.  It should not interfere with your ability to speak French!  Food is not allowed, nor are any drinks except water bottles with caps.    

COOPERATION

In French you will often be working with partners or in groups.  It is important that we all cooperate with each other.  We will all learn well by helping each other work together.

PARTICIPATION
It is CRITICAL that you participate in a foreign language.  It’s the only way I can tell that you understand and are able to speak!  We will be doing A LOT of gesturing and speaking.  The entire class will wait until everyone is participating in group activities.  
RESPONSIBILITY:  ATTENDANCE
MAKE AN EFFORT TO BE HERE – it is impossible to learn a foreign language on your own.  After all, it is communication!  

I expect you to be prompt, arriving in class ready to begin at the bell.  There will typically be a daily conversational entry task (Entrée) on the board that you will be expected to be working on with a partner during the first five minutes of class. 

My TARDY POLICY is the school’s tardy policy.  Being late interferes with your learning and that of other students by disrupting class.  You will not be admitted to class late without a tardy slip.
RESPONSIBILITY:  MATERIALS

EVERY DAY you should bring to class:

· A three-ring binder large enough to carry a quarter’s worth of assignments completed and organized.

· A dark color pen and/or a pencil.  We do a lot of drawing, so a pencil is nice to have.
· Loose-leaf paper 

· A French dictionary (the small paperback kind is fine – they cost about $7.
· Your covered French textbook.  You’ll want to take it home some nights, but if you don’t need to, you may leave it on the bookshelf in the classroom.
INTEGRITY

Cheating is stealing – you steal information and hard work from the person you cheat from, and you steal the opportunity to learn from yourself.  Do your best on assignments and assessments.   You will have further opportunities to demonstrate what you know and can do, and formative (learning) assessments will not hurt your grade.
So what can I do to succeed in this class?

BE ON TIME!  PARTICIPATE!  COOPERATE!

BE RESPECTFUL!  TRY YOUR BEST!
KEEP UP WITH CLASS!  STAY ORGANIZED!
KEEP AN OPEN MIND!  HAVE FUN!

LAST WORDS...

I want to help make this year an enjoyable and exciting experience for you.  Please do not hesitate to ask questions or ask for help, whether academic or personal in nature.  Although I am only in my classroom first period, you can always stop by my office, chat with me in the cafeteria, or make an appointment to get some extra help before or after school.  If I can’t help you with a problem, I will find someone who can.  I’m here for you!
GUIDELINES FOR GRADING AND HOMEWORK THAT ENHANCE LEARNING

Grading Guidelines:
1. All grading procedures relate to “intended learning outcomes” as written in National (ACTFL) and School District content and performance standards.

2. Grades will be based on individual achievement of learning goals and will not be affected by issues such as effort, attitude, and participation. These factors will be reported separately. In addition, individual grades will be given for group work.

3. Assessments that are used to monitor student learning in progress and/or adjust teaching, such as in-class practice assignments, discussions, and other forms of descriptive feedback (“formative assessment”) to students about their learning, will not be factored into grades. Only assessments that take place after learning is supposed to have occurred (“summative assessment”) will be used for grading purposes. I will, however, keep a record of formative assessment scores to validate my judgment in grading. (For example, if a student performs poorly in summative assessments and there is a sparse record of participation in the formative assessment process, we can see that little learning took place.)

4. New information showing additional learning about any given standard will replace old information. Grades will reflect the most recent learning. Old scores relating to that standard will be discarded.

5. Where a combination of scores is used to determine a letter grade, I will make sure that they are descriptive of achievement only. For example, I will not include zeros (for late or missing assignments) in achievement statistics because they are both non-descriptive of learning, and extreme as values. I will use the median average (or middle score) as a general indicator of achievement unless there is an unusual circumstance, and then I will consider relative importance of the learning goals achieved and recency of scores. If there is insufficient evidence of achievement, I will assign an incomplete and expect the student to make arrangements to make-up or repeat the learning experiences missed.

6. Students will be graded relative to published standards and not in comparison to each other

7. All assessments, both formative and summative, will match their learning goals. Grades will always be based on quality assessment.

8. Students will always know how their grades are formulated. They will often take part in the assessment process because recent research indicates that student-involved formative assessment is the most powerful innovation in learning that currently exists.


Grading by Standards:
Assignments and assessments are graded based on the National Standards for Foreign Language Learning  (see next page).  There are five strands in the standards:  Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities.  While all strands are important learning targets, not all lend themselves to assessment within the French classroom.  The strands that will be used for student grades are Communication and Cultures.  Students will be given frequent opportunities to demonstrate their proficiency in these strands, and will be graded on their achievement toward meeting these standards.  Students will sometimes receive multiple grades for a particular assignment or assessment if it assesses more than one standard.
Although I will never give a letter grade lower than the median score indicates, I may award a letter grade higher than the numbers indicate if there is sufficient additional non-numerical evidence of greater learning, such as performance rubrics or scoring guides which don’t easily convert to percentages.
Homework Guidelines:
We will not have homework every day. Most of our formative assessment activities will take place in the classroom with my coaching. I will expect students to work on “big” assignments with extended deadlines at home on occasion. My Moodle page will inform you of what we have covered in class for the day and our plans for the week. It may vary from our actual schedule as I adjust instruction to students’ needs to meet our course goals. I welcome your calls and emails regarding makeup opportunities. My phone number and email address appear at the top of this document.

Makeup Work:
The District policy for makeup work is to give students the “number of days absent plus one” as time to make up work. I regard this as a guideline, not an inflexible rule. If a student is well enough to work at home, it is to their benefit to stay current from home. (I will never require less time than the District guideline, in any case.) If the student is too ill to stay current, even the stated amount of time may not be sufficient and may generate great stress for the student. We will agree, parents and students both, on mutually acceptable target dates for completion of work. If a student is indisposed up to and beyond a grading period, we shall make arrangements with the principal for a fair opportunity to make up work.

Late Work:
I expect a student to be timely because it benefits them in their achievement of learning goals, and it helps me. Chronic lateness of work will be dealt with as a behavioral problem -- not a grade reduction -- with a variety of remedies, including parental notification, a record of missed assignments in my formative assessment log, and staying after school (with parental permission and transportation support from the school) to complete assignments. I do not anticipate much of a problem with this since most of our assignments will be completed during class.
	                

 Washington State Voluntary Standards for World Languages


	OSPI has endorsed the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Standards as the voluntary standards for world languages in the state of Washington to provide general guidance for districts as they develop their world language programs. 
STANDARDS FOR WORLD LANGUAGE LEARNING (ACTFL)
COMMUNICATION
Communicate in Languages Other Than English 
· Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions

· Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics

· Standard 1.3: Students present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety of topics.

CULTURES  
Gain Knowledge and Understanding of Other Cultures 
· Standard 2.1: Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and perspectives of the culture studied

· Standard 2.2: Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and perspectives of the culture studied

CONNECTIONS
Connect with Other Disciplines and Acquire Information 
· Standard 3.1: Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through the foreign language

· Standard 3.2: Students acquire information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints that are only available through the foreign language and its cultures

COMPARISONS
Develop Insight into the Nature of Language and Culture 
· Standard 4.1: Students demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through comparisons of the language studied and their own

· Standard 4.2: Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own.

COMMUNITIES
Participate in Multilingual Communities at Home & Around the World 
· Standard 5.1: Students use the language both within and beyond the school setting

· Standard 5.2: Students show evidence of becoming life-long learners by using the language for personal enjoyment and enrichment.

As published by ACTFL - www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3324 


                   Standards used in class assignments and assessments.
